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English 309 
Composition for English Teachers 
 
Who are you as a writer? What makes a writer a writer? And how might we nurture writers’ 
development in our classrooms? This course, for future teachers of English and for those 
interested in writing, will explore these questions. In particular, through extensive writing 
and reading of composition theory, we will develop a vocabulary to understand our own and 
others’ writing processes, challenges, and talents. Moreover, we will grapple with two of the 
most complex tasks in the teaching of writing: developing authentic writing assignments and 
responding authentically to writers’ work. 

In short, this course has three main goals: 

• To deepen our identities as writers  

• To examine what writing is and what it can do in the world  

• To develop pedagogical principles by which to nurture writers’ development in our 
 classrooms.   

To meet these goals, we will engage in five main activities:   

Reading:  Because this course requires extensive writing and responding, I have limited the 
reading each week to articles and book chapters that are generally short and, I hope, 
engaging. For this reason, I expect the reading to be done promptly and thoroughly. We 
will often open class with a short quiz based on our reading, so that I can assess your engagement with the 
assigned texts. Moreover, each text has been chosen to help you develop your larger formal 
assignments, so that you can incorporate the reading into your emerging drafts.   

Writing:  We will write, workshop, and revise five essays: a writing history; an ‘assignment’ 
assignment; a response to student writing and explanation; a code-merging essay; and a 
reflection. We will work on these essays in sections and drafts, so that there will be significant 
writing due each week. (Drafts are due on most Tuesdays to be peer reviewed on most 
Thursdays). The purpose of this writing is twofold: First, writing consistently, every week, 
will allow you to experience writing as a habit, as part of who you are and what you do. 
Strengthening the part of ourselves we call a “writer” allows us to more compassionately 
and effectively work with student writers. The second purpose is to more deeply explore 
the subject of the course: teaching writing. For that reason, our writing assignments 
involve both reflection and practice with pressing issues facing writing classrooms today. 



 Peer Review:  We will engage in peer review regularly (usually on Wednesdays) this semester 
with an assigned group. Peer review creates a community of writers, allowing us to see 
how our work interacts with a real audience. Specifically, our peers will think critically 
about the pedagogical issues raised in our writing and, in turn, offer an opportunity for us 
to think critically about their emerging ideas. 

Conferences: We will meet individually once throughout the semester. The purpose of these 
conferences is to assess your goals and progress as a writer and a teacher of writing; work 
on particular assignments one-on- one, and to develop specific strategies to help with any 
issues of concern. 

Class Discussion: Class discussion will revolve around the assigned reading and theme for 
the week, with the goal of elucidating the reading’s relevance for our writing and teaching. 
Each member of the class is expected to be prepared, thoughtful, engaged. Every day. The 
success of this class depends on you! I’m looking forward to helping you expand your 
writing and your thinking about writing. 

Other Requirements: 

Attendance: Attendance in this class is important. We lose valuable voices, thoughts, and ideas 
when people are not in class. However, if you must be absent, please let me know ahead of 
time so we know not to wait for you to begin. Also, please keep in mind the following 
policy: Each class member has 3 “free” days that you can miss before penalties begin to 
accrue. Please choose these days wisely! For each absence over 3 days, your grade will likely 
be lowered one letter grade. After 6 absences, you will likely fail the course. In addition, in 
the unlikely case you come to peer review day unprepared, you will be marked absent for 
that day. Finally, arriving to class late 3 times counts as an absence. 

Materials 

A Rhetoric for Writing Teachers, Fourth Edition, by Erika Lindemann with Daniel Anderson, 
available at the University Bookstore.  

Course packet available from Bob’s Copy Shop on Charter 

Approximately $50 to print out and copy papers for peer workshops 

Folder for submitting final portfolio 

 

 

 

 

 



Students’ achievement in this class will be graded by the following criteria 
 
For an A 
• Drafts of 4 papers in the late stage of revision, with a fifth paper in the late or middle 
stage of revision  
• All drafts of all papers turned in on time (with one free exception)  
• Attendance at a one-on-one conference, with a draft of a paper and questions ready for 
 discussion.  
• Evidence of being thoroughly prepared for 10/11 classes where reading is assigned, as shown 
by  quizzes and class participation.  
• Evidence of thorough preparation for and engagement in each peer review session, as 
shown by observations of groups 
• Enthusiastic and thoughtful participation in large class discussions, each day.   
 
 
For a B  
• Drafts of 3 papers in the late stage of revision, with 2 papers in the middle stage of 
revision  
• All drafts of all papers turned in on time (with two free exceptions).  
• Attendance at a one-on-one conference.  
• Evidence of having read all assigned readings for 9/11 classes when reading is assigned, as 
shown  by quizzes and class participation.  
• Evidence of thorough preparation for and engagement in 6/7 peer review sessions, as 
shown by observations of groups. 
• Enthusiastic and thoughtful participation i large class discussion on most  days  
 
 For a C  
• Drafts of 1 or 2 papers in the late stage of revision, with 3 or 4 papers in the middle stage 
of revision 
• All drafts of all papers turned in on time (with 3 free exceptions)  
• Attendance at a one-on-one conference.  
• Evidence of having read the assigned readings on 8/11 classes when reading is assigned, as 
 shown by quizzes and class participation  
• Participation in peer review and large class discussion on most days  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Course Calendar 
 
 Tuesday Thursday 
September 3 
Who am I as a writer? 

Pre-Service Teacher 
Function 

Introductions: 
• Kittle, “This I Believe”, 6-10 
• Macrorie, “The Poison Fish,” 

1-4 
• Lindemann, “What is Writing?” 

10-21 
• Young, “Minor Revisions” 
 
Writing History Assigned 

September 10 
 
What does writing have to 
do with other people? 

Reading: 
• Nystrand, “What’s a 

Teacher to Do? 
Dialogism in the 
classroom,” 89-108 

• Optional: Wrench, 
“On Why I Hate 
Writing,” 1-3 

 
Due: Draft of writing history 
with copies for peers 

Peer Review, Writing History 
 
Skim Elbow, “Criterion Based and 
Reader Based Questions” in class. 
 
Model Peer Review 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September 17 
 
What does writing have to 
do to with other people? 

•  Graff, “Approaching 
Authentic Peer 
Review,” 81087 

• Lamott, “Writing 
Groups,” 151-161 

 

Due: Writing History 
 
Discussion: What have we learned 
about ourselves? About our peers? 
What can we bring into our 
classrooms? 
 
“Assignment” assignment assigned 

September 24 
 
Authentic Assignments 

Reading: 
• Hallman, “Authentic 

Dialogic Writing,” 
43-47 

• Lindemann, 
“Developing Writing 
Assignments,” 213-
221 

• Wiggins, “Real 
World Writing,” 29-
37 

Kitsis, “The Facebook 
Generation,” 30-36 

Due: draft of “assignment” 

Peer Review, “Assignment” 
assignment 



assignment with copies for 
peers 

October 1 
Assignments Cont: 
Writing to Learn 
 

Reading: 
• Schaffner, “The five 

paragraph essay: 
friend or foe?” 783-
787 

• Brannon et al. “Five 
Paragraph Essay and 
the Deficit Model of 
Education,” 16-21 

• Smith, “In Defense 
of the Five-
Paragraph Essay,” 
15-16 

• Lindemann, 
“Shaping Discourse,” 
130-145 

Final Draft Assignment Paper Due 
 
Discussion: Writing to learn 
Read together: Emig, “Writing as a 
Mode of Learning,” 122-128 
 
Code-meshing essay, assigned 

October 8 
 
Students’ Right to Their 
Own Language 

Read: 
• Young, “Nah, We 

Straight, 49-73 
• Delpit, “The Politics 

of Teaching Literate 
Discourse,” 545-554 

• Smitherman, “From 
Africa to the New 
World and into the 
Space Age,” 1-15. 

 
Due: code meshing essay 
with copies for peers 

Peer review code-meshing essay 

October 15 
 
Multilingual Writers and 
Writing 

Read: 
• Valdes, “Expanding 

definitions of  
giftedness,” 63-98 
Alvarez, “Language 
brokering” 

• Cintron, “A boy and 
his wall,” 98-129 

• Canagarajah, 
“Multilingual 
Strategies of 
Negotiating English: 
From Conversation 
to Writing 
 

Code-meshed Due 
 
Film: Writing Across Borders and 
discussion 
 
Revision assigned 



 October 22 
 
Revision 

Read: 
• Lindemann, 

“Rewriting.” 
• Lamott, “Plot 

Treatment,” 85-92 
•  

Due: Revision with copies 
for peers 

Vieira at Association of Internet 
Researchers 
 
MEET FOR PEER REVIEW of 
revision 

October 29 
Responding 

Reading: 
• Lindemann, 

“Responding to 
Student Writing,” 
222-242 

• Daiker, “Learning to 
Praise,” 103-113 

 
HW: For Thursday, Practice 
response 

Discuss responses 

November 5 
Responding, cont. 

Reading: 
• Sommers, “Across 

the Drafts,” 248-257 
• View Kettle’s 

Conferencing 
DVD’s. How are 
writer’s conferences 
different from 
written responses? 
What role do they 
play? 

Due: response paper with 
copies for peers 

Peer review, response paper 

November 12 
Assessment 

Reading: 
• Lindemann, 

Assessment,” 243-
248 

• Williams, “Assessing 
Writing” 

• Ball, “Expanding the 
Dialogue on Culture 
as a Critical 
Component When 
Assessing Writing” 
169-201 

Final Draft Response Paper due 
 
Continue assessment discussion 
 
Final portfolio/cover letter assigned 

November 19 
 
What about grammar? 

Reading: 
• Lindemann, 

Teaching about 

Peer review of anything that will go 
in your portfolio 



Sentences, 163-174 
• Lindemann, 

“Teaching about 
Words,” 175-188 

• Williams, “The 
phenomenology of 
error” 

 
Due: copies of anything in 
your portfolio that you 
would like to peer review 

November 26 CONFERENCES, no 
class 

Thanksgiving Break 

December 3 Revision Day, Meeting place 
TBA 

Revision Day, Meeting place TBA 

December 10 FINAL 
CONFERENCES, no 
class 

Final Class Day, share 
Portfolio with cover letters due.  

No class, Nov 28-Dec 1 
Last class day Dec 13 
I’m out of town Oct 23-26 


