
	   1	  

Kate Vieira, Assistant Professor    English 401, Spring 2011 
Center for Writing Studies      TR: 3:30-4:45 pm 
Office: 312 English Building     EB, Room 259 
Office hours: Thursdays, 2:15-3:15   
Email: kvieira@illinois.edu 
Office phone: 217.333.4058 
 

English 401: 
Intro to the Study of the English Language 

 
For future teachers of English and those interested in language, this course asks you to do 
exactly what the title promises: study the English language.  
 
We will study English in two ways, roughly corresponding to two halves of the semester:  
1) Learning about Englishes 
First, we will read about the structure and status of English in schools, in the U.S., and in the 
world. We will start small, with spelling and standard English. Then, we will quickly progress 
to issues of language acquisition, language diversity, and the phenomenon known as the 
global spread of English. Through this reading, we will explore two central questions facing 
English educators today: How might we best write English in a multilingual world? And how 
might we best teach English in linguistically diverse schools? 
 
2)Researching Englishes at UIUC 
Second, we will develop our own knowledge about English. Through our affiliation with the 
Ethnography of the University Initiative, we will embark on an original research project in 
our university community about the way English(es) are used in diverse university contexts. 
We will present and archive these projects, so that future scholars can build from our work. 
 
Course goals: 

• To understand some salient features of the structure of English 
 

• To become familiar with multiple Englishes, the social trends that shape them, and 
their role in the U.S. and the world 

 
• To develop knowledge, through a research project, about writing in English in a 

linguistically diverse world. 
 
Required texts: 
 
Valdés, Guadalupe. Learning and Not Learning English: Latino Students in American Schools. Teachers 
College Press, 2001. Available from the Union Bookstore. 
 
Course Packet. Available from Notes and Quotes. 
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 For an A: For a B: For a C: 
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Participation and attendance: 
participate enthusiastically and 
intelligently every day; miss no 
more than three classes; Three 
late days = 1 absence 
 
All drafts turned in on time, 
with one exception 
 

 
Participation and attendance: 
participate most days; miss no 
more than four classes; Three late 
days = 1 absence 
 
 
All drafts turned in on time, with 
two exceptions 
 

 
Participation and 
attendance: participate 
occasionally; miss no 
more than five classes 
 
All drafts turned in on 
time, with three 
exceptions 
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s 50 word assignments: seven 

out of eight in the late stage of 
revision.  
 
 
 
 
5 minute “grammar rule” 
presentation: Late stage of 
revision 
 

50 word assignments: four out 
of eight in the late stage of 
revision; four in the medium stage 
of revision 
 
 
 
5 minute “grammar rule” 
presentation: middle stage of 
revision 
 

50 word assignments: 
eight out of eight in the 
middle stage of revision 
 
 
 
 
5 minute “grammar 
rule” presentation: early 
stage of revision 
 



	   3	  

R
es

ea
rc

hi
ng

 E
ng

lis
he

s 
at

 U
IU

C
 

peer review: come prepared for 
peer review, enthusiastically 
participate, respond to feedback 
about peer review 
 
individual conference: come 
prepared to individual 
conference 
 
completion of EUI 
information: fill out the 
information in a timely and 
accurate manner 
 
Proposal, annotated 
bibliography, interview 
protocol: Late stage of revision 

 
 

Analysis: Late stage of revision 
 
 
Final Project: Late stage of 
revision 
 
Presentation of Final Project: 
Clearly conveys research 
question, methods, findings, and 
implications; sticks to time limit; 
engages and persuades audience 

peer review: come prepared for 
peer review, enthusiastically 
participate, respond to feedback 
about peer review 
 
individual conference: come 
prepared to individual  
conference 
 
completion of EUI 
information: fill out the 
information in a timely and 
accurate manner 
 
Proposal, annotated 
bibliography, interview 
protocol: middle stage of revision 
 
 
Analysis: middle stage of revision 
 
 
Final Project: middle stage of 
revision 
 
Presentation of Final Project: 
Clearly conveys research question, 
methods, findings, and 
implications; sticks to time limit 
 

peer review: come 
prepared for peer review, 
participate 
 
 
individual conference: 
come to individual 
conference 
 
completion of EUI 
information: fill out the 
information in a timely 
manner 
 
Proposal, annotated 
bibliography, interview 
protocol: early or middle 
stage of revision 
 
Analysis: early or middle 
stage of revision 
 
Final Project: early stage 
of revision 
 
Presentation of Final 
Project: Conveys 
research question, 
methods, findings 
 

Assignments	  for	  “Learning	  About	  Englishes”	  (Part	  one	  of	  semester)	  
Grammar and Usage Presentations:  
The purpose of these five-minute presentations is to: 

• Teach and learn something about English  
• Think critically about the rules of the language 
• Practice presenting on English language issues in an engaging manner 

 
You and your partner will: 

1) pick a grammar or usage rule or concept (for example: comma use in compound 
sentences) 

2) explain the rule or concept 
3) discuss when or how the rule or concept is useful, perhaps by showing an example 
4) discuss when or how the rule is broken or the concept fails to help us to 

communicate effectively, perhaps by showing another example 
5) check that your peers understood 

 
To earn a Late stage: Presentations will be clear, accurate, and show sufficient critical 
thought; engage your audience; teach your peers something (as evidenced by your checking 
their comprehension); and stay within the time limit. 



	   4	  

 
If your presentation does not receive a Late stage of revision, you and your partner may 
“revise” it based on my feedback and try again later in the semester. 
 
50-word assignments: 
50-word assignments are sentences (no longer than 50 words!) that answer a challenging 
question about the reading.  
 
The purpose of 50 word assignments is to: 

• consolidate your knowledge of the reading in preparation for discussion 
• analyze key issues in the reading 
• in light of our course’s topic, pay close attention to word choice and language 
• develop your sentence fluency—a skill that will serve you well in longer writing 

projects 
 
To earn a Late stage: 50-word assignments will directly answer the posed question in a 
coherent, complete, accurate way; will reflect deep understanding of the reading; and will 
stay within the word limit.  
 
If your 50-word assignment does not receive a Late stage of revision, you may revise it based 
on my feedback to try for a better grade. 
 
Here’s the first one:  
In a sentence no longer than 50 words (the 51st word will suffer a terrible fate!) answer the 
following question: 
 
According to your reading for today, what is the standard English myth, and which linguistic 
facts of life support the notion that standard English is a “myth” and not a “reality”?  
 
Assignments	  for	  Researching	  Englishes	  at	  UIUC	  (Part	  two	  of	  
semester)	  
	  
Each assignment in the second half of our semester will be devoted towards producing an 
original research project that will be archived. Here is some information about these 
assignments. More details will be forthcoming. 
  
Individual conference about research project: 
This is an opportunity for us to consult together about a direction for your project. 
 
Completion of EUI information on Moodle: 
This assignment is required for us to get ethics board approval for your project and to 
archive your project for others to use. 
 
Peer review 
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Peer review can be an invaluable experience, and we will make it work well! It will include 
getting drafts of our work to our peers on time, reading their work closely, and coming to 
peer review with questions about how we can improve our writing.  
 
Proposal, annotated bibliography, and interview protocol 
These assignments are preparation for writing. The proposal lays out your research question, 
its importance, and your methodology. It can also be easily revised into an introduction for 
your final draft. The annotated bibliography sums up sources that are important for your 
project. The interview protocol lays out the kinds of questions you will ask research 
participants. I will give you feedback on these before you begin your primary research. 
 
Analysis of one primary source in relation to one secondary source (3-4 
pgs) 
This analysis of a primary source in relation to a secondary source is a chance for you to 
write some of the final project by closely examining your findings thus far.  
 
Draft of Final Project (7-8 pgs) 
The draft is a chance to put it all together—research question, methodology, important 
secondary sources, analysis of primary research, implications, and discussion—before it is 
turned in for a grade. This will be peer reviewed, so you will have a chance to revise. 
 
Final draft of Final Project with Cover Letter 
Final polished draft of final project with a chance to reflect on the process in a cover letter. 
 
Presentation of Final Project 
This 10-minute presentation of your project can take place at the EUI conference or in 
class—your choice. Here is a chance to summarize your findings in a clear, engaging way, 
and get feedback from your audience before the final project is due. 
Course	  Calendar 
what	  is	  standard	  english?	  

January	  18:	  	  Introductions	  to	  class	  and	  syllabus	  	  
	   What	  do	  you	  want	  to	  know	  about	  English?	  	  

	  
January	  20:	  The	  Linguistic	  Facts	  of	  Life:	  Lippi-‐Green,	  “The	  Linguistic	  Facts	  of	  	  
Life”	  7-‐18;	  “The	  Standard	  English	  Myth”	  53-‐62	  
50	  word	  assignment	  due	  #1	  

	  
January	  25:	  Errors:	  Williams,	  “The	  Phenomenology	  of	  Error,”	  152-‐168;	  	  
Baron-‐nouns:	  	  
http://illinois.edu/db/view/25/14332?count=1&ACTION=DIALOG	  
	  
January	  27:	  Spelling	  and	  Subversion:	  Sebba,	  “The	  Spanish	  ‘K,’”	  pg	  48-‐50;	  
Young,	  “Asian-‐American	  Literacy	  Narratives,”	  1-‐12;	  browse:	  
http://www.freespeling.com/	  
50	  word	  assignment	  due	  #2	  
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February	  1:	  Visit	  from	  EUI;	  	  
View	  clips	  of	  Spellbound,	  discussion	  
	  

language	  loss	  and	  language	  acquisition	  
February	  3:	  Trimbur,	  “English	  Only:	  Linguistic	  Memory	  and	  Uneasy	  	  
Settlement	  of	  U.S	  English,”;	  “Keeping	  the	  Flame	  of	  Language	  Alive”	  
50	  word	  assignment	  due	  #3	  
	  
February	  8:	  Valdes,	  Learning	  and	  Not	  Learning	  English,	  1-‐9,	  Lilian,	  62-‐83	  
	  
February	  10:	  Valdes,	  Learning	  and	  Not	  Learning	  English,	  Lisa,	  84-‐107	  
50	  word	  assignment	  due	  #4	  
	  
February	  15:	  No	  Class:	  Vieira	  speaking	  at	  Kirkpatrick	  Symposium	  
Read:	  Valdes,	  Manolo,	  108-‐126	  
	  
February	  17:	  No	  Class:	  Vieira	  at	  Writing	  Research	  Across	  Borders,	  finish	  	  
reading	  Valdes,	  Bernardo,	  127-‐154	  
50	  word	  assignment	  due	  by	  email	  #5	  
	  
February	  22:	  Discuss	  Manolo	  and	  Bernardo	  
	  

multilingual	  writing	  and	  global	  englishes	  
February	  24:	  AAVE;	  Young	  or	  Delpit	  and	  Wynne	  	  
50	  word	  assignment	  due	  #6	  

	  
March	  1:	  Hall	  Kells,	  “Understanding	  the	  Rhetorical	  Value	  of	  Tejano	  Code-‐	  
Switching”,	  24-‐40	  	  

	  
March	  3:	  Canagarajah,	  “Multilingual	  Strategies	  for	  Negotiating	  English,”	  17-‐	  
48-‐-‐50	  word	  assignment	  due	  #7	  

	  
March	  8:	  David	  Graddol,	  English	  Next,	  57-‐64;	  82-‐119	  (online)	  

	  
March	  10:	  Prendergast,	  Buying	  into	  English,	  50-‐73,	  
50	  word	  assignment	  due	  #8	  

	  
researching	  language	  at	  uiuc	  

March	  15:	  Chiseri-‐Strater,	  “Researching	  People:	  The	  Collaborative	  Listener,”	  
pg	  237-‐240;	  244-‐247;	  253-‐256;	  268-‐280;	  299-‐306	  
	  Individual	  conferences,	  come	  with	  research	  question	  and	  abstract	  
	  
March	  17:	  Model	  Peer	  Review	  (30	  min)	  plus	  (45	  min)	  Peer	  review	  	  
Proposals,	  bibliography,	  interview	  transcript	  
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March	  29:	  Proposals	  and	  bibliography	  due-‐discussion	  of	  projects,	  	  
challenges	  ahead,	  what	  needs	  to	  be	  done	  before	  ethnographic	  work.	  
	  
March	  31:	  Chiser-‐Strater,	  “Writing	  Research,”	  447-‐457	  
	  
April	  5:	  Complete	  interviews:	  No	  Class,	  Vieira	  at	  College	  Composition	  	  
and	  Communication	  	  

	  
April	  7:	  Complete	  interviews:	  No	  Class,	  Vieira	  at	  College	  Composition	  	  
and	  Communication.	  	  
	  
April	  12:	  Peer	  review	  analysis	  of	  one	  primary	  source	  in	  relation	  to	  	  
secondary	  source	  

	  
April	  14:	  Paper	  4:	  Analysis	  due—Discussion	  of	  complexities	  of	  interviewing	  
vs.	  analysis;	  also:	  what	  have	  you	  found	  so	  far?	  
	  
April	  19:	  Royster,	  “When	  the	  First	  Voice	  You	  Hear	  is	  Not	  Your	  Own”	  
	  
April	  21:	  Peer	  review	  final	  project	  and/or	  conference	  paper	  

	  
presentations	  

April	  26:	  EUI	  conference,	  place	  TBA	  
	  

April	  28:	  Class	  presentations	  (for	  those	  who	  did	  not	  present	  at	  EUI)	  plus	  	  
revised	  grammar	  presentations	  

	  
May	  3:	  evals,	  final	  project	  with	  cover	  letter	  and	  50-‐word	  revisions	  due	  


